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“THE DAMNED STUFF CALLED
ALCOHOL.”

C—

| believe that alcohol, to a certain
degree, demoralizes those who make
it, those who sell it, and those who
drink it

| believe from the time it Issues
from the coiled and poisonous worm
of the distillery until it empties into
the hell of crime, death and dishonor,
it demoralizes everybody that touches
it.

| do not believe that anybody can
contemplate the subject without be-
coming prejudiced against this liquid
crime.

All you have to do is te think of the
f the suicid of the insan-
ity, of the poverty, of the ignorance, of
the distress, of the little children tug-
ging at the faded dresses of weeping
and despairing wives, asking for
bread; of thne men of genius it has
wrecked; of the millions who have
struggled with imaginary serpents
produced by this devilish thing.

And when you think of the jails, of
the almshouses, of the prisons, and of
the scaffolds upon either bank, | do
not wonder that every thoughtful man
Is prejudiced against the damned stuff
called alcohol. ;

ROBERT G. INGERSOLL.

danit

“Keep Church and State forever
separate.”—Grant.

“In no sense whatsoever is this gov-
ernment founded upon the Christian
religion."—Washington.

“The divorce between Church and
State should be absolute.”——Garfield.

COLLEGE of FDICINE
& SURGERY, Chicago

Four years Graded Course
Laboratories fully equipped
Abundance of Clinical Material.
FEES MODERATE.

Fall term opens in September.
Write today for Catalog to

FLORENCE DRESSLER, M. D., Se’cy
246-247 Ashland Ave ., Chiragoe N
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REV.R. H.
SAWYER

OF THE “CHRISTIAN" CHURCH
ON THE IMMORTALITY OF
THE SOUL

AND THE EXISTENCE OF A GOD.

I have been sent, I suppose for erit-
cism, an extract from the Anaconda
(Montana) Standard, containing a
sermon of Rev, R. H. Sawyer, of the
Christian  (Campbellite) church, on
the immortality of the soul, and the
existence of a God.

Nearly all of the sermon is a string
of school-boy “eloquence” the only at-
tempt at argnment being in the follow-
ing two extracts:

“The atheist boldly answers, ‘No!
Man lives hut for a brief season, and
dies like a beast to live no more—eat,
drink and be merry, for to-morrow ye
shall die.”

“The Roman Empire listened to the
atheistic doectrine of Epicurus, and
sank into a state of immorality and
shame unparalleled in the history of
other nations. The past century wit-
nessed a repetition of the results of
following athelstic teachings in the
bloody scenes of the French Revolu-
tion. D’Alembert, Diderot, Voltaire
and others filled France with the
teachings of infidelity and won her
people away from a faith in God and
hope of a future life. The streets of
their cities ran red with blood. No
man’s life was safe; no woman's vir-
tue was respected; all industry was
paralyzed—homes were neglected, the
marriage relation was despised, and
vice, erime, unnatural lust swayed the
souls of men and instituted a reign of
terror whose watchword was atheism.
Husband, father, will you accept the
answer of atheism and sway your
home with the thought that we live
but for a time and die like the beast?
The history of all ages proves that to
rob a man of his hope of a life beyond
is to rob him of virtue, honor, truth.
The hope of immortality and the prac-
t'2e of morality are inseparable in the
life of man,

b1 68 NS Som & AT -0 i~ Beth-]
any. . Mary and Martha and Lazarus
were its happy inmates. But it is all
dark now. The curtains are drawn and
the friends tread softly as they come
and go. With sad countenances and
subdued tones they speak in their hon-
est efforts to comfort the grief strick-
en sisters. Lazarus is dead—yonder
in the tomb, wrapped in the cerements
of death his still, cold body has lain
for four days—nay, it is a century to
these breaking hearts. But hear the
words of Jesus of Nazareth as He
comes speaking peace to these troub-
led souls: ‘Thy brother shall rise
again! Oh joy and gladness! Oh hap-
piness unspeakable! Death shall not
triumph over life. A broken home
and shattered hearts shall be restored
again.”

My relations with the “Christian”
church have been such that I would
naturally want to say all that I could
for the intelligence of its communion,
but there is not a gingle broad-minded
man among its elergy.

If all that “Rev.” Sawyer here says
were absolutely true it would be no
argument, at all, to prove the exist-
ence of a God.

.« i8 a question no more determina-
ble by the goodness or wickedness of
men than is the mooted question of
the habitability of the planet Mars.

If every atheist that was ever born
had been a bad man and every Chris-
tian that ever lived had been a good
man, or woman, the fact would not
bave the remotest bearing upon the
questions of theé immortality of the
soul or the existence of a God.

And yet as opposed to the teaching
of this reverend gentleman, there is
the fact that Ingersoll and Mrs. Eli-
zabeth Cady Stanton and Herbert
Spencer, the most distinguished Infi-
dels of the world, have ail died in
this young century, the most honored
people that have died in it, while
hardly a week passes that the papers
do not report the villainy—generally

connected with women—of some
preacher or priest.
The ignorance of wev. Sawyer is

displayed by his citing the case of
Epicurus to show the evil effect of
atheism.

The people common!'y understand,

because the word Epicure, which is
derived from Epicurus means, in these

days, a gourmand or glutton, that
Epicurus, the atheist, taugnl ex-

cess in eating and drinking; but the
philosophy of wpicurus was exactly
the reverse of this. Epicurus’ philoso-
phy was that being happy should be
the great end and aim of our lives,
and he taught that we should eat and
drink in the way to produce the great-
est happiness, and said therefore, that
we should be absenmious in our eat-
ing and drinking and not gluttonous,
as Rev. Sawyer and other semi-intelli-
gent people generaliy suppose.

All intelligent people know that the
Roman Empire in its heathenlsm was
the greatest government that the
world ever saw, and that during that
time it made the laws that the United
States adopted and lives under to this
day, and that when Rome accepted
the Christian religion it degenerated
ir.to one of the lowest of all govern-
ments.

The story of the French Revolution,
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as history tells it, has been told to
Christians thousands of times by Infi-
dels, but the Christians never learn
it because they do not want to learn
t

For three hundred years before the
French nevolution, the government
and the church, royalty and the
priests, had been solidly united and
the debauchery and. lewdness that
characterized that period are without
their parallels in history.

As a sample of the morals of that
day I state the fact that it was a
custom that grew into the law of the
‘and that when a maiden married it
was the right of the priest to have
her to himself, the first night.

This condition of affairs went on
until the people arose in a mass and
killed 6,000 priests and royal people.

From that time until the present
day France has regularly advanced
and has a government precisely like
ours except that her senators are
elected as we elect congressmen, and
there is a growing tendency in this
country to elect senators by the peo-
ple just as France does.

As a result of this atheistie revolu-
tion the people of Paris tore down the
bastile, the famous prison, and sent
the key to George Whashington.

I have seen the monument that
stands where the bastile stood, and it
has the statue of the heathen god,
Mercury, on top of it, and I have seen
the key hanging in Washington's
house, at Mount Vernon.

France gave to America the statue
of “Liberty enlightening the world,”
that stands in New York harbor and
France, is to-day, driving the priests
from her borders, and those priests
are coming to Kentucky, to Bards-
town, and are building a monastery to
cost $50,000 near Cincinnati.

On the one hand, as representing
Christianity, we have fresh in our
minds, all the villainies and intrigues
accompanying the death of one pope
and w1e election of another, and the

exposure of the Christian rascal
Dowie, with the papers reporting
every week, the villainy or some
preacher.

On the other hand, representing In-
fidelity, we have before us, the great
good that the Infide’'s Carnegie, Edi-
son, Herbert Spencer and Tolstoy are
doing, or have done, for the world,
while almost every week some pro-
fessor or president of some great col-
lege or university is announcing his
repudiation of tae Chrisitan religion,
and yet a man like Sawyer, sets him-
gelf up to be a teacher of the people,
and “wthat no man can nave “vir-
lieves in a God and a future life.

He goes on about his seeing “a lit-
tle home in far off Bethany” and
gives the story of the resurrection of
Lazarus as an evidence of a future
life.

Of course he never was at Bethany
and don't know anything about it ex-
cept what he has heard from some-
body who was interested to keep up
this same Christian religion.

[ have lately been at Bethany and
have just sent to a lady friend a little
stone from the grave of Lazarus, and
I went down into that grave, and I
saw the people who lived in Bethany
looking at us as if they thought us
a gang of superstitous fools who had
come thousands of miles to go down
into that hole because we believed
that a man had once risen from the
dead there.

Sawyer don't know anything about
it and would not tell you the truth
about it if he did know.

STORY OF GARDEN OF EDEN

Obliterated by Evolution Says Rev.
Dr. Savage.

New York, Dec. 14—In a sermon
on the life of the late Herbert Spen-
ce* the Rev. Dr. Minot J. Savage, in
the Unitarian church of the Messiah,
has given the theory of evolution
credit for having “forever destroyed
intelligent belief on the part of any-
body in the Garden of Eden, Adam and
Eve or the fall of man.” “Evolution,”
he asserted, “has forever removed
those stories, and kindred ones, to the
land of myth where they belong.” In
concluding his remarks Dr. Savage
said:

“Humanity has been on this earth
two or three hundred thousand years
at least. Humanity, however, slowly
has been evolving, claiming from the
far off beginning there never has been
any fall. Evolution has wrought out
not the fall of man but the ascent of
man. That means the complete recon-
structure of the entire theology of
Christendom.

“It is coming; it has got to come.
There are thousands of churches to-
day in which the Eden story is quiet-
ly referred to as though it were poet-
ry or allegory. There are thousands
of others where it is quietiy laid to
one side,

“DOG FENNEL'S”

Second Edition Has Finer Paper than
the First Edition.

You have seen that the first edition
of Dog Fennel was gotten up in nice
style and I think was fully up to what
we promised. But the second edition
is gotten up on finer and more expen-
sive paper.

The first edition was on glazed pa-
per which looks nice but the reflec-
tion from the glazing is, in an unfav-
orable light, unpleasant to the eye,
and tho second edition has dead white
paper that is thicker and heavier and

same price—$1.00,

Pulpit tias Not the

(From Berlin (Conn.) News)

INDIFFERENGE
T0 WORSHIP

WHY MEN DO NOT ATTEND
CHURCH.

o
Many ‘Reasons from Both Cler(,‘.‘\' nd
Laymen—Environment Has Much
to do With it—Ministers Are Blam-
ed for Preaching Only to the Rich
—Life too Strenuous During the
Week—Costs too Much Says Anoth-
er—the Many Attractions and the
Sunday Newspaper is Another Rea-
son.

The great and absorbing question,
the falling off in church attendance,
the more noticeably among men, is
a problem confronting the entire

| Christian world, and one not easy of

solution. While there are a thousand
and one reasons given from as many
sources, the most generally accepted
reason is that the age—the times in
which we live, have so changed, that
a different form of theology is needed
o meet the demands of the more ad-
vanced thought, ete. We append a
few sample reasons as given by some

of the leading clergy and other ob-
servers:
Tt the Congregational conference

in New Haven recently Judge Gideon
H. Welch delivered a strong address
on “Why Men Do Not Attend
Church.” He showed that the mental
and physical side of man’s nature is
getting plenty of cultivation, while
the spiritual side is seriously neg-
lected. Several things helped this
state of affairs, among them the Sun-
day newspaper, the automobile, or
“devil wagon,” as he called it, trolly
cars and too eager pursuit of wealth,
but he could devise no effective
meang to lessen the prevailing evils.
He scored the wealthy philanthropist,
who, in' his old age, contributed gen-
erously to the poor to satisfy pangs
of remorse caused by the memory of
duty ujdone in the past.

nfluence It Once

e
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Rev.” Dr. Andersop, pastor of the
First Congregational church at Wat-
erbury, last week expressed himelf
on the subject as follows: “The num-
ber of non-church goers is increas-
ing much. Even in Catholic churches
non-church  attendance, especially
among the young men, is increasing.
It is difficult to answer the question,
‘What is the reason for the decrease
in church attendance and a corres-
ponding increase in the number of
non-church goers? No one answer
covers the case nor can a general an-
swer be given in a few words. The
decrease in church attendance is not
confined to churches in any one coun-
try. It is the same in Europe as in
America, among Catholics as well as
Protestants, Among Protestants and
Catholics there is a drifting away
from ecclesiasticism, but not from re-

ligion. The majority of the people
who remain away from church be-
lieve in destiny, immortality. a per

sonal God, but do not believe in at-
tending church, Ot course the claims
of the Catholic church upon its mem-
bers is different than that of the Pro-

testant church. A Catholic is under
more obligation to attend mass.
Furthermore, a thorough going
church attendant among the Catho-

lies is a thorough believer in the infal-
libility of the church and of the infal-
libility of the pope. There is no such
belief among Protestants. Neither
are they under any obligation to at-
tend church. The claim of the gospel
is not recognized now as it was in
former years. Among the working
classes the feeling is spreading that
the church represents capital versus
labor. The working classes have a
certain dignity and like to dress as
well and make as nice a showing on
Sunday as otaer people. It is a wide-
spread alienation from church going
among the masses. The pulpit has
not the influence that it once had
The Protestants of New England
were brought up to think that the
main part of the service was the ser-
mon. Now the people do not depend
upon the sermon for knowledge. The
pulpit has been replaced in this re-
gard by the newspapers, books end
magazines. A large amount of the
preaching is upon subjects whose
spirit is merely secular.”

Invasion of a Materialistic Spirit

Rev. John G. Davenport, pastor cf
the Second Congregational church at
Waterbury, gives this reason: “I am
inclined to think that there is a de-
crease in the church attendance and
a corresponding increase in the num-
ber of non-church goers. This does
not mean that the people are not so
much influenced by Christianity as
in the past, but that there is a grow-
ing feeling that Christianity doesn’t
consist of church attendance solely,
but to the practicing of its teachings
in every day life. Besides this grow-
ing feeling [ believe that the increase
of non-church goers may be attribut-
ed to the invasion of materialistic
spirit. Furthermore, the church
doesn’t hold up threats as in days
past. Fifty years ago the peonle were

| chureh,
costs more, and to be sold at the,taught to-day.

compellad by theology to attend
but such theology is not
Formerly the pulpit
was the only means for disseminat-

Rink

ing know!ledge. Now its nince
ly taken by a large quantity of gooud
Hterature, books and newspapers, [
think that some members have
driven away by the new theclo
The Rev. Louis M. Holden, Dr. Dav-
enport’s assistant, said during the
transition from the old fo the new
theology that some peopla hecame
disgruntled at the preachi the
old theology and left the ch

THE BLADE
WILL CONTINUE

WITH MR.

HUGHES AS PUB-
LISHER.

On Saturday night, December 19th,
Mr. Hughes
had decided to continue the publica-
tion of the Blade.

If he had not decided to continne
its publication I had about $70 due
me for my share of Dog Fenne} and
Behind the Bars, that I
use, and whatever else
to me from those books, to continue
the publication of the paper, and I
was going to print only the st two
pages of it as it is now—that is haif
+.8 present size—until 1 could print it
the full size or stop it alto

telephoned me that he

intended to

might come

gether,

Of
course I cannot tell, any hefter than
any of you can, what weuld have heen

the final outcome.

As it is now the Blade
its full size.

Of course [ feel de
those who, with their kind wor
their money, one or hown, hav ood
by the little paper in this crisiz aud
helped it to weather tho storm.

Whether the friends of tho Blade
will keep up this interest in trying to
sustain it, of course, I do not
but what has occured leads
hope that they will.

I want to express my gratitude, in
which I am sure Mr. Huhges would
join me, to the Infidel papers that
have lately expressed to me their
sympathy with the Blade in its dis-
tress. They are the Investigator, The
Searchlight, Secular Thought, the
Torch of Reason, Ocult Thought, and
vast - and L houe et
frier the Blade will not forget
their kindness to this paper, at a time
when it needed friends.

Certainly the trial has developed
that the Blade has some friends who
are as genuinely and unselfishly de-
voted to it as any newspaper in the
world has ever had. [ am especial y
proud o fthe fact that so many of
these have been women, old and
young, and so many of them have
been old men.

It is astonishing
who are olde~ than

will continue

 grateful to

indd

Kknow,
me to

how
I

many
an-—-

men

[ gsuppose though that
this is from the fact that I am, prob
ably, the oldest o fthe Infidel editors

ol this paper.

now that old Bro. Green has gone,

1t am very proud of the fact that so
many of those who have given their
money and their sympathy were poor
‘aboring men. [ am a’'so proud of the
fact that in the support of this paper
there is absolute’y no difference
tween the North and the South
seems to me now that the two Stat
between which I would have to deeiils
in a competition for the championship
in the support of this paper, are Ohic

he-
It

and Texas, whose sons s 1 on oppe
site sides in our eivil war, and though
[ have always lived in the South I

have just as true friends and as many
among the veterans of the Union
army, in our civil war, as if [ had al
ways lived in the North,

Ordinary newspapers that have cir-
culations ono-tenth a3 @ as the
Blade, make (h i advertis
ing, and they hecauso

their eireulatic
Infidel news
vertising even ‘rom Inii

business that might he benefited by
w paper like th2 Rind and so we
have to rely {or suppo t, at the 'ow
rates at which tne iade 1s published
and I do sincercly hope that all
friends of the le who ean, will at

once begin to Leln it In the w

sending their job printing to us, get-
ting new subhscribers, or ordering a
copy of Dog Fennel or Behind the
Bars, price §1

The Blade w s all a Mery
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

A BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL
LESSON QUESTIONS.

1. Where was Gibeon?
A little north of Jerusalem.
2, Who went up there?
Soleman.
. What came to him?
A dream.
. Who spoke to him in the dream?
The Lord.
What did he wish to know?
Solomon's chief desire,
i. What was Solomon's request?
An understanding heart.
. Why did he ask that?
So as to be a good king.
. Did that please the Lord?
It did.
Did the Lord answer the prayer?
Yes,
10, What else did he give Solomon?
Riches and honor,

® o =2 & Dt oa W

The second edition of Dog Feunnel

is now completed and ready for the
wail, Send your order, Price $1.00.

is part- [

ALK rmpley.

SHORT OF MONEY
IS NEW POPE

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS AT THE
TVATICAN SAID TO BE IN A~

BAD WAY.

WHERE IRISH CATHOLIC

WOMEN'S MONEY GOES.

Rome, Dee. 8.—As soon as Cardinal
Del Val tdok over from Cardinal Mo-
cenni the administration of the Vati.
can finances he set to work to disens
tangle the rather complicated masgq
of the book-keeping department.

This disclosed as ahsolutely appall-
Ing state of things. It seems that the
late pope, at least during the last ten
or twelve years of his pontificate,
ived, one might say, from hand to
mouth.

Since the loss sustained by the Vat-
iean administration of about $5,000 -
000 under the regime of Mgr. Folehl,

.n‘n!. still later, after several thefts
of 1 e sums from his own pnivate
apartmen Pope Leo grew diffident

aind susp s of everybody.

The frequent g of large sums of
ney made personal’y to him by for-
:n visitors as private donations or

a8 collections for Peter's pence he re-
fused to turn over to the regular ad-
ministraticn of the church, because

he considered them safer in his own
custody, and he found hiding places
for all these offerings in the nooks
and corners or his own apartment,
From time to time, whenever an op-
portunity offered or a trusted messen-
zer like Del Val was available, Pope
Leo used to send large sum® for in-
vestment in foreign banks, especially
in Londen, but of late years even this
practice was discontinued.

The consequences of this policy are
jnst now beginning to appear, and it
is a problem for Cardinal Del Val to

discover how several millions of
francs have disappeared.
One explanation is that the Ilate

pope often lent money to needy pre-
lates and eardinals and to a few for-

eign princes and dispossessed pre-
tenders, besides granting loans to
several noble families of Rome,

which, owing to the loss of the tem-
poral power and their continued faith-
fulness to the old order of things,
found themselves on the brink of
Two of these families are the an-
cient ones of the Borghese and Massi-
mo, the latter of which was enabled
to keep its famous state carriage and
an appearance of style only through

the generosity of Pius IX. and the
late pope.

The Borghese family a’'so had lost
all of its property through mistaken

investmenis in Roman real estateand
led recently to sell to the
wgnificent palace and the
lla on the wa!'s of Rome.

late pepe scared off to
estimated that he left
The donations and pres-
given him were something enor-

000,000

Now it transpires that the treas-
s were stolen from him, and that
other o'd peop'e he tried to hide

ir
ike
his meney in nooks and corners about

his room. But the holy gang of
thieves around him was too sly for
he old fellow, and kept tapping him
till he had nothing left.

Thig is enough to show that the
Vatiean is infested with a ravenous
gany of thieves—a regu’ar Mafla.

How could they bhe otherwise? It
g a regular system of hold-up in the
first place, and what more could be
expeeted ?

Among certain ses of thieves
there is scme honor, but among the
holy brand, it don't seem to exist.

The above information ought to ge
to all the poor old Catholie Irish wash
women in the country, so they could
where their money s0 they

o g0es;

could see that it goes to help keep
up old titled, broken down Roman
families, that they may be able to
wppear on the streets in carriages and
throw on the sty'e,

sarto will  have a sort o' poor
Christmas this year with no money
wand all that b alace full of hungry
monks and soldiers to feed

It is a'l a matter of money with
the papey. Should the Catholie peo-
ple ever get tired of being hum-bug-
ged then old petticcats will have to
zet' into overalls and go to work.

I{ it econ!d be genorally known that
that Italian gang of thieves first rob
poor deluded people, and then rob

each other—rob even the holy pope—
poeple would come to their senses
sometime, and dump the whole busi-
ness, Ww.
JUST A LITTLE STORY.

My son, R. Leland Moore, trave's
for a clothing house, The eclerk of
the best hotel in Knoxville, Tenn., is
a good friend to him, and always cal's
his “R. Leland.” My son was in the
hotel lately and that clerk said to
im “R. Lelap? " My son was in the
Reverend Moore of Kentucky?”

My son said, “Yes; he is related to
our family.”

The clerk said, “Well, he is the
greatest man in the United States,”

My son said, “Thank you for the
comp'iment. That is what we think,
He is my father.”

The clerk caught my son by the
hand with both of his hands and con-
gratulated him most cordially, My
son loaned him a copy of “Dog Fen-
nel.” The clerk had to rise at flve
o'clock in the morning but he read
Dog Fennel until three o'clock,




